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Course description: The social position of women has been the focus of interest for 

many contemporary social movements and social sciences, since it is closely tied to the goal of 

achieving gender equality. Legal regulation is particularly important in this context, since it 

forms the basis of achieving women’s’ rights in various aspects of their existence, and also acts 

as an (incomplete) indicator of the position of women in society. It is only possible to 

understand the real position of women and the significance of the relevant legal regulation 

within a broader social context, which is greatly influenced by the tradition of a particular 

country. Thus, the key to understanding the position of women in modern societies lies in the 

reconstruction of the relevant aspects of the historical legal regulation. The goal of this course 

is to reconstruct the legal regulation of the status of women in the area of Croatia and its 

European context, and to help achieve a better and deeper understanding of the relevant modern 

circumstances. Due to the limited scope of this course, special attention will be given to the 

period of the so-called “long” (1790-1914) and “short” 19th century (1848-1914), when the 

European and Croatian areas underwent the transition from a traditional into a modern society, 

and when the groundwork of the modern legal system was set. The new legal regulation had an 

increased effect on the special status of women. This analysis can help us paint a picture of the 

position of women in Croatian and European societies at a time when (whether through 

continuity or discontinuity, as well as lateral influences) modern legislation, that is the role of 

women in modern society, was being gradually introduced. 

 

Course objective: The goal of the course is to help the students acquire or expand their 

knowledge of the legal regulation of the status of women in Croatia and the corresponding 

European context through history, with emphasis on the “long” 19th century, a time when the 

traditional social and legal system was transformed and a modern civil society and legal system 

was established. In the Croatian areas, this transformation was, for the most part, the result of 

modernization imposed from “outside”, and was reflected in the introduction of a series of legal 

regulations (e.g. the Austrian General Civil Code; penal codes) which somewhat changed the 

former status of women in the legal system. Since the analysis of legal regulation does not by 

itself offer a precise and complete picture of the situation, students would, along with a 

normative approach to the content of the course subject, gain an insight into the application of 

the relevant legal norms, and into the difference between the de iure and de facto status of 

women. 

 



 

 

Enrolment requirements and required entry competences for the course: Enrolled 

in the fifth year of study; interest for the content of the course; familiarity with the social, 

economic and political circumstances in Croatia and its legal development; the ability to analyse 

and synthesize, think logically and abstractly, and to express oneself in an appropriate manner, 

orally and in writing. 

Learning outcomes: 

1. Understanding the general characteristics of, and the status of women, in historical legal 

systems 

2. Analysis of the development processes in the legal regulation of the position of women in 

the Croatian areas 

3. Comparison of how the de iure status of women corresponded to her de facto status in the 

Croatian areas during the examined time period 

4. Contextual reading of legal norms that existed in the examined time period, and which 

regulated the status of women in the Croatian legal areas 

5. Encouragement of critical thinking and writing and research on the legal history-related 

topics relevant to the status of women in the Croatian legal areas 

6. Using the acquired knowledge of legal history in order to better understand the status of 

women in modern legal systems 

Course content broken down in detail by weekly class schedule (syllabus):  

I. Introduction: contents of the course, methods and basic terminology relevant to the study of the 

legal status of women through the history of the Croatian areas and their European context (2h) 

II. Regulation of the legal status of women in the Croatian legal areas until 1848 (4h) 

1. Medieval legal sources (collections of Croatian customary law, statutory laws of Dalmatian and 

Istrian towns, the Tripartitum) and socio-economic conditions 

2. The status of women in private law (marriage, family, property relations in marriage, 

inheritance) 

3. The status of women in criminal law  

III. The legal status of women in the Croatian legal areas 1848-1918 

1. Overview of the most significant social, economic and legal reforms relevant to the legal 

regulation of the status of women (2h) 

2. The status of women in private law: 

2.1. Legal capacity and capacity to contract; property rights; matrimonial property regime (2h) 

2.2. Marriage; personal relations in marriage; family relations (parent-child) (2h) 

2.3. Inheritance rights of widows and daughters (2h) 

2.4. Communal household – the role and legal status of women (2h) 

2.5. Workshop: case study – an example from the practice of a civil court (2h)   

3. The status of women in criminal law: women as the perpetrators/victims/witnesses of a criminal 

offence (4h) 

3.1. Workshop: case study – an example from the practice of a criminal court (2h) 

4. Moving from the private to the public sphere (education and employment of women) (2h) 

IV. Students’ presentations (2h) 

V. Repetitorium; Concluding remarks (2h) 

 



 

 

Type of instruction: Lectures; exercise; independent study; students will be allowed to 

hold presentations on selected topics. In this case the lecturer will offer the appropriate help in 

the form of special consultations  

Language: Croatian language; in agreement with the students enrolled in the course, 

the lecturer will provide as many teaching elements in English as possible, or in both English 

and Croatian for mixed groups (i.e., bilingual teaching materials and bilingual exams). For 

foreign students additional individual consultations are included for the teaching elements 

which will be held in Croatian. 

Student responsibilities: Regular attendance of lectures and participation in all forms 

of activity during lectures. 

Grading and evaluation of student work over the course of instruction and at a 

final exam: The final exam is oral. The student’s active participation during lectures and their 

optional presentation will be taken into account during their assessment at the final exam. 

Required literature (selected pages) 

Krešić, M., Entitlement of Female Descendants to Property of Croatian Communal Household, 

Journal on European History of Law, 2011., n. 2, pp. 73-85. (selected pages) 

Krešić, M., Zakonsko nasljeđivanje bračnih drugova prema OGZ-u na hrvatsko-slavonskom 

pravnom području, Zbornik PFZ, 2010., n. 2, pp. 527-552. (selelcted pages) 

Krešić, M., Intestate Succession of Female Descendants According to the Austrian General 

Civil Code in the Croatian-Slavonian Legal Area 1853-1946, Belgrade Law Review, 2010, n. 

3, pp. 121-136. (selelcted pages) 

Krešić, M., The Matrimonial Law of the Muslims of Croatia 1916-1941, Beck Varela, L; 

Gutierrez Vega, P.; Spinosa, A. (eds.), Crossing Legal Cultures, 2009., pp. 365-380. (selected 

pages) 

Dobrovšak, Lj., Ženidbeno (bračno) pravo u 19. stoljeću u Hrvatskoj, Croatica Christiana 

Periodica, vol. 29., n. 56., 2005., pp. 77-104. (selected pages) 

Margetić, L., Hrvatsko srednjovjekovno obiteljsko i nasljedno pravo, Zagreb, 1996. (selected 

pages) 

Janeković Römer, Z., Rod i grad: Dubrovačka obitelj od XIII do XV stoljeća, Dubrovnik, 1994. 

(selelcted pages)  

Lonza, N., Dvije izgubljene duše: čedomorstva u Dubrovačkoj republici (1667-1808), Anali 

Zavoda za povijesne znanosti HAZU u Dubrovniku, 2001., pp. 261-303. (selelcted pages)  

Grozdanić, V.; Ritossa, D., Povijesni razvoj kaznenopravnog statusa žena, Grozdanić, V. (ur.), 

Kada žena ubije, Rijeka, 2011., pp. 15-92. (selelcted pages) 

Karbić, M., Žene s druge strane zakona. Nekoliko primjera iz srednjovjekovnih gradskih naselja 

u međurječju Save i Drave, Na rubu zakona: društveno i pravno neprihvatljiva ponašanja kroz 

povijest, Zagreb, 2009., pp. 51-64. (selelcted pages)  

Mogorović Crljenko, M., Nepoznati svijet istarskih žena, Zagreb, 2006. (selelcted pages)  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Optional literature 

Adamović, M., Žene i društvena moć, Zagreb, 2011. (selected pages)  

Boisseau, T.J.; Thomas, T.A., Feminist Legal History – Essays on Women and Law, New York 

– London, 2011. (selected pages)     

Duby, G., Vitez, žena i svećenik. Split, 1987. 

Čepulo, D. Hrvatska pravna povijest u europskom kontekstu, Zagreb, 2012. (selected pages)   

Eisner, B., Privatnopravni položaj žene po današnjem pravu Jugoslavije i njegovo uređenje u 

jedinstvenom Građanskom zakoniku za Jugoslaviju, Beograd, 1934. (selected pages)   

Feldman, A. (ur.), Žene u Hrvatskoj – Ženska i kulturna povijest, Zagreb, 2004. (selected pages) 

Gross, M., „Nevidljive“žene, Erasmus, časopis za kulturu demokracije, 3. 1993., pp. 56-64 

Janeković Römer, Z., Maruša ili suđenje ljubavi, Zagreb, 2007.  

Maršavelska, Magalena A., Quarta puellaris po običajnom pravu Turopolja (13. – 16. stoljeće), 

Zbornik PFZ, 1992., n. 2, pp. 141-149. 

Mill, J.S., Podređenost žena, Zagreb, 2000. 

Mogorović Crljenko, M., Druga strana braka, Zagreb, 2012. (selected pages)   

Novak, Z., Neki aspekti pravnog položaja žena u Vinodolskom zakonu, Senjskom i Krčkom 

statutu, Historijski zbornik, god. LXII, 2009., n. 2, pp. 315 – 343.  

Perrot, M., Moja povijest žena. Zagreb, 2009. 

Prlenda, S., Žene i prvi organizirani oblici praktičnog socijalnog rada u Hrvatskoj, Revija 

socijalne politike, god. 12., n. 3-4, pp. 319-332. 

Sperling, J.G.; Wray, S.K., Across the religious divide – Woman, Property and Law in the 

Wider Mediterranean (ca. 1300-1800), New York – London, 2010. (selected pages)      

 

 

Methods of monitoring quality that ensure acquisition of exit competences:  

Analysis of statistical data of success rates and average grades of the students attending the 

course. Students shall be offered anonymous questionnaires on the quality of the course (in 

accordance with the Faculty’s quality assurance procedure) 


