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HIST 492-001/AMST 330-001/INTS 499-005/WMST 379-002 

Women’s Rights are Human Rights 

Fall 2020 

Remote Arranged: Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-1:45pm  

Location: Zoom (*I will email you the link) 
 

Instructor: Dr. Tiffany N. Florvil (tflorvil@unm.edu) 
 

Student Drop-In Hours on Zoom: Wednesdays 12:00-3:00pm and by appointment  
*These Student Drop-In Hours will give you the opportunity to ask questions, get academic assistance, 

explore some of our course themes further, and chat about other developments and historical themes; please 

use this link to book an appointment with me.  
 
UNM Land Acknowledgment:  

Founded in 1889, the University of New Mexico sits on the traditional homelands of the Pueblo of Sandia. The 

original peoples of New Mexico – Pueblo, Navajo, and Apache – since time immemorial, have deep connections 

to the land and have made significant contributions to the broader community statewide. We honor the land itself 

and those who remain stewards of this land throughout the generations and also acknowledge our committed 

relationship to Indigenous peoples. We gratefully recognize our history. Refer to UNM’s official land 

acknowledgement.   

  

Living in a Pandemic:  

Over the past months, the United States has experienced the emergence of the global COVID-19 pandemic as well 

as the consequences of systemic and everyday racism that Black, Jewish, Asian, Latinx, and Indigenous 

communities have long-endured. For some, this has resulted in a fuller public awareness and response to the 

painful history of violence against Black, Jewish, Asian, Latinx, and Indigenous communities in the United States 

and across the world. Indeed, these events have caused fear, stress, trauma, and pain for many members of our 

community, and will continue to impact each of us in various ways throughout this semester. Under these 

circumstances, it is completely normal to feel sad, overwhelmed, or anxious, and to have difficulty concentrating. 

I have designed this course with these challenges in mind, and am committed to continuing to work with all of 

you to create a positive, accessible, and supportive learning environment throughout the semester. If your health, 

well-being, or school work are being impacted by recent events, I encourage you reach out to me and/or to make 

use of the resources the University of New Mexico provides, which I have also included in this syllabus.  

 

Course Description:  

When First Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton delivered a speech, entitled “Women’s Rights are Human Rights,” at 

the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China in 1995, she drew on a long tradition 

of recognizing the dignity and humanity of women. She also explained how women’s efforts to secure civil, 

political, economic, and social rights predated that significant moment. This course focuses on those previous 

moments to achieve women’s rights along with other human rights goals and movements. While this is particularly 

important given the centennial of U.S. women’s suffrage, the course will pursue other geographic contexts to offer 

a more critical perspective of these attempts to advocate and push for citizenship and rights by examining women 

across the globe. It explores women’s and their allies’ abilities to secure, maintain, transform, and contest their 

treatment and agitate for equitable legislation that acknowledged their personhood and agency. Exploring multiple 

international, imperial, national, and local contexts and spaces and using a range of sources, the course will chart 

the emergence and evolution of women’s rights, including the actors, discourses, practices, and movements. The 

course will also unpack the relationship between rights and citizenship, belonging, identity/subjectivity, and 

politics and how rights impact particular groups (sexes, genders, classes, races/ethnicities, and so forth). Students 

will grasp an understanding of the utility of women’s rights in international campaigns for justice, equality, and 

dignity and acknowledge continuities and discontinuities with the past and present.  

mailto:tflorvil@unm.edu
https://universityofnewmexico.youcanbook.me/
http://diverse.unm.edu/about-dei/official-unm-land-acknowledgement.html
http://diverse.unm.edu/about-dei/official-unm-land-acknowledgement.html
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Required Reading: 

Dorothy Hodgson, ed. Gender and Culture at the Limits of Rights (Penn 2013)* 

Martha Jones, Vanguard: How Black Women Broke Barriers, Won the Vote, and Insisted on Equality for 

All (Basic 2020)*This book will be available on September 8th 

Annette Joseph-Gabriel, Reimagining Liberation: How Black Women Transformed Citizenship in the French 

Empire (Illinois 2020) 

Katherine Marino, Feminism for the Americas: The Making of an International Human Rights Movement (UNC 

2019)* 

 

*Digital copies of these books are available through Zimmerman Library. 

**You can purchase hardcover, paperback, or e-book versions of our course books. If you cannot afford these 

books, please contact me as soon as possible. I will try to connect you with resources that may be available to 

you so that these challenges do not affect your performance in the class. 

***Additional required readings will be available through the course’s UNM Learn page.  

 

Suggested Reading: (These suggested books are optional) 

Alice Edwards, Violence Against Women Under International Human Rights Law (Cambridge 2013) 

Ian Christopher Fletcher, Philippa Levine, Laura E. Nym Mayhall, eds. Women's Suffrage in the British Empire: 
Citizenship, Nation, and Race (Routledge 2000) 

Chandra Talpade Mohanty and Linda E. Carty, eds. Feminist Freedom Warriors: Genealogies, Justice, Politics, 

and Hope (Haymarket Books 2018) 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. Students will identify and familiarize themselves with important developments in women’s rights and 

human rights as well as women’s political activism from the twenty to the twenty-first centuries.  

2. Students will demonstrate the ability to formulate a clear argument, support the argument with 

appropriate and thorough evidence, and reach a convincing conclusion. 

3. Students will demonstrate the ability to compare and contrast different processes, modes of  thought, and 

modes of expression from different historical time periods and in different geographic areas. 

4. Students will demonstrate in research topic choices and resulting papers and projects the ability to 

recognize and  articulate the diversity of human experiences, including ethnicity, race, language, sex, 

gender, as well as political, economic, social, and cultural structures over time and space. 

5. Students will demonstrate ethical use of sources and provide accurate and properly formatted citations in 

all formal papers for this capstone course. 

6. Students will demonstrate in their research and/or project(s) the abilities to distinguish between primary 

and secondary sources and to identify and evaluate evidence. 

 

Pandemic Objectives: 

1. To be patient and kind with ourselves and with each other. 

2. To embrace the opportunity to learn in new ways and grow as students, scholars, and global citizens. 

3. To do our best, knowing that this will probably look different to us than for previous semesters. 

4. To communicate openly, frequently, and clearly about our expectations, concerns, and goals. Tell me 

what you need, I will tell you how I can help. I promise. 

5. Do not suffer in silence! If you need extra help, or if you need more time with something, or if you feel 

like you are behind or not understanding everything, please talk to me, and I will work with you. I am 

committed to making sure you learn everything you were hoping to learn from this class! 

6. To be flexible. This is a strange and really difficult time. We are all a little more anxious. Circumstances 

will likely change over the course of the term. Let’s work together to make the this the best class possible, 

knowing that this may be a moving target. 

 

Course Objectives and Requirements: 
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This is a capstone seminar in which students will do intensive reading and produce research and/or unessay 

projects that focus on aspects of women’s rights, human rights, and activism nationally and internationally. The 

readings for this course form the backbone of our seminar activity, and therefore, careful reading and active 

participation are essential.  Discussion is crucial to this seminar, and I will evaluate your participation grade based 

on three main criteria: 1) active, regular participation; 2) direct and specific engagement with the readings by 

offering insightful reflections, posing questions, assessing problems, and so forth; and 3) collegial interaction with 

your peers that builds on their comments, asks further questions, and puts forth a different view with respect and 

courtesy.  

 

To ensure success in the course, students must complete all of the following: 

 

1) Preparation & Engagement (15% of the total grade): P & E includes engaging in various in-class 

discussions and activities by being alert, attentive, respectful, and courteous; asking questions in Zoom’s 

chat function or using the raise your hand function in Zoom; and/or live-tweeting when guest speakers 

join our class. It includes completing short assignments posted on UNM Learn, including Discussion 

Board, that will push you to contextualize the readings and process the class discussions. I will accept 

discussion threads in written, video, or voice formats. Students can also find news articles related to the 

course themes and send them to me to post to the class; write a blog post about the course themes; and/or 

create a video clip about our course themes. I also welcome you to visit me during my Student Drop-In 

Hours on Zoom on Wednesdays from 12-3pm to discuss course materials. Students should remain awake 

during our Zoom class sessions. During class sessions, laptops should be used for taking notes and should 

not be used to check Facebook, Tinder, Twitter, or Instagram. Try not to play games on your laptop during 

our class time. If I see anyone asleep or distracted, students will be given a warning privately for the first 

instance, and after subsequent incidences, your participation grade will be lowered. The default 

participation grade is 80%, which students raise by asking questions and offering their own thoughts 

about the readings and lower through limited engagement, unexcused absences, and disrespectful 

classroom behavior. In the unlikely event that a student behaves in a manner disruptive to teaching and 

learning, they will be required to leave class and have their cumulative grade for the course lowered by 

FOUR PERCENTAGE (4%) POINTS. 

 

*Students must stop by my Student Drop-in Hours at least once within the first five weeks of class. 

You are more than welcome to come more than once during and after the first five weeks. But this 

first instance allows me to get to know you.  

 

2) Attendance (5% of the total grade): Attendance is mandatory. An excused absence is one that can be 

documented by an outside source or in conversation with Dr. Florvil. Given the pandemic, I am fully 

aware that new dynamics will emerge and so I will be flexible and attend to each student’s experiences 

on a case by case basis. This means I will make accommodations. I will do my best to work with you even 

more so during this extra difficult time. Students can have no more than FOUR (4) unexcused absences 

total from this class. If you miss class, you are responsible for getting the notes and assignments. You 

must communicate with me and schedule an appointment with me to discuss the theme of the missed 

lecture. Subsequent unexcused absences from class will lower your overall course grade by at least a  

FULL LETTER GRADE. Excessive absences from class will result in an overall failing grade. 

 

Multiple absences, even though excused, might result in your receiving an “Incomplete” for a final course 

grade. Should this happen, you will need to meet with me in person before the end of the semester to 

establish an appropriate timetable in which you must complete all the missing work. Unsuccessfully 

fulfilling those assigned tasks within the prescribed timetable will result in an overall failing grade. 

 

3) Weekly Short Analytical Essays (Combined 15% of the total grade): From Week Two through Week 

Eight, students must write THREE (3) analytical essays that should between TWO (2) full to THREE 

(3) full double-spaced pages in length. These essays should consist of an analysis of an assigned reading 

that engages with the themes of the women’s rights, human rights, and activism. Students will choose 
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from Weeks Two to Eight on what theme they will write on. You must turn in your papers on the required 

readings on UNM Learn before the start of class on the day that the course reading is due. Of these essays, 

at least one must offer an analysis of a primary source from the required readings. Each paper must be 

numbered with 12-point font, and standard one-inch margins and include the appropriate citation of 

Chicago Manual Style in either footnotes or endnotes. Not following the proper formatting will result in 

your grade lowering by THREE PERCENTAGE (3%) POINTS. Late papers will be penalized by 

HALF A LETTER GRADE for each 24-hr period they are late. I will send reminders. 

 

4) Final Project Proposal (10% of the grade): During Week Nine on Tuesday, October 13th, each 

student will turn in a paper outlining her/his/their Final Project Proposal, which will be due by 11:59pm 

on UNM Learn. The proposal should be between THREE (3) full to FIVE (5) full double-spaced pages 

with 12-point font and standard one-inch margins, and it must be numbered and include the appropriate 

citation of Chicago Manual Style in either footnotes or endnotes. Not following the proper formatting will 

result in your grade lowering by THREE PERCENTAGE (3%) POINTS. In the proposal you should 

specify whether you will write a research paper or pursue an unessay option. For the unessay option, you 

could produce a short graphic novel, a website, a zine, a film, a podcast, a 3-D map, or anything else that 

will rely on your creativity related to the theme of the course. This proposal should explain what the topic 

of your final project will be and why it is intellectually compelling and important. The proposal should 

include preliminary footnotes or endnotes that list and describe the primary and secondary sources that 

will shape your research. It is not necessary at this stage to explain the argument of your paper, but you 

should be able to make an educated guess about its direction and general focus. For the unessay option, 

you should explain the medium you have chosen, why you have chosen it, and what you hope to reveal. 

Consider the following questions as you prepare to do historical research: What has drawn you to this 

particular topic? Why does this topic warrant sustained consideration and research? What potential 
challenges or complexities might the topic have? Will you compare and/or contrast specific events or 

cultural moments or examine a specific individual, text, film, or location? Or will you engage a set of 
ideas, practices, or discourses? Or will you conduct oral interviews with a figure or figures from the 

period? What research efforts will you undertake? What types of primary sources will you have available 

to you, and what will be the interpretive challenges that you might face as a historian? Has this topic 
been extensively researched by other scholars (historians, political scientists, sociologists, etc.)? If so, 

how will you address their analyses? Will you build on and add to their work or challenge it? Do existing 
analyses work well together, do they offer conflicting information and interpretations, or do they reveal 

historical gaps or silences? If the topic has been understudied, what challenges might you face and why? 

Late proposals will be penalized by HALF A LETTER GRADE for each 24-hr period they are late. 

*Throughout the semester, students must arrange at least two meetings with me to discuss their 

Final Project topics. 

 

5) Final Project First Draft (20% of the grade): During Week Twelve on Thursday, November 5th, 

each student will turn in a draft of their Final Project by 5pm. If you are writing a research paper, then the 

paper draft should be between NINE (9) full to TWELVE (12) full double-spaced pages with 12-point 

font and standard one-inch margins, and it must be numbered and include the appropriate citation of 

Chicago Manual Style in either footnotes or endnotes. If you are producing an unessay, you should offer 

a detailed outline, script, screenplay, or whatever is related to your final project that should be between 

SIX (6) full to NINE (9) full double-spaced pages with 12-point font and standard one-inch margins, and 

it must be numbered and include the appropriate citation of Chicago Manual Style in either footnotes or 

endnotes. Not following the proper formatting will result in your grade lowering by THREE 

PERCENTAGE (3%) POINTS. At this point in the semester, you should have located and read the 

majority of the primary and secondary sources involved in your project. If you are writing the research 

paper, your draft should include a straightforward analysis of these sources that develops an original and 

compelling historical interpretation of the women’s rights, human rights, and activism. Students should 

rely on multiple (primary and secondary) sources to illuminate your historical topic. Your paper should 

engage at least three of the following questions: 1) Why did an individual or group of people make a 

specific decision or decisions?; 2) Why and how did this decision or decisions matter?; 3) What were the 
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relationships between or among specific individuals, groups, or institutions? 3) How and why did these 

matter, especially in their time and place (historical context)?; 4) What were the cultural ideas, practices, 

discourses, and symbols that emerged during the period and why?; 5) What was the origin, context, and 

historical significance of a primary source or sources, especially with regards to the women’s human 

rights and activism?; and 6) What were some of the reactions, arguments about, or thoughts on a person, 

an event, a movement, or a cultural form on the part of specific groups and/or institutions in or beyond 

Europe during the moments leading to women’s rights, human rights, and activism?  If you are completing 

an unessay option, your draft should not only engage the previous questions, but it should also consider 

using the space to reflect on what you learned so far from the project and how it has shaped your ideas 

about women’s rights, human rights, and activism.  

 

Remember that your final project draft should be free of factual, grammatical, and typographical errors. 

Your draft should also have an introduction that sets up your paper’s analysis, offering an overview for 

the reader, and a conclusion that builds upon its analysis to make a broader claim about the history of 

women’s rights, human rights, and activism. For those students pursuing the unessay option, your drafts 

should also include an introduction setting up your final project, providing details about your execution, 

the medium you used, and topic’s significance, and then a conclusion. The final project drafts should 

include a bibliography, formatted in the Chicago Manual Style, that includes all primary and secondary 

sources referenced in your research essay and used in your unessay. The bibliography will not count 

towards your paper’s page length. Late drafts will be penalized by HALF A LETTER GRADE for each 

24-hr period they are late. 

 

6) Final Project (35% of the total grade): After receiving your feedback, you will have approximately 

three weeks to revise and expand your paper or finalize your unessay project. Even the students who 

receive high marks and positive comments on their final project drafts will need to considerably revise 

their papers and improve their un essay assignments in order to receive similar high marks on their final 

projects.  

 

The final research paper should offer a revised and/or altered interpretation of the topic addressed in your 

draft. Students are encouraged to incorporate additional primary and/or secondary source research that 

you completed after receiving feedback on your draft version, as long as this research does not change the 

topic of your final research paper. The final research paper should deal with the comments and criticisms 

raised by the instructor. The final research paper should be between FIFTEEN (15) full to TWENTY(20) 

full double-spaced pages with 12-point font and standard one-inch margins. Your pages must be 

numbered and include the appropriate citation of Chicago Manual Style in either footnotes and endnotes. 

Not following the proper formatting will result in your grade lowering by THREE PERCENTAGE (3%) 

POINTS.  The final paper should include a title page and a bibliography of all the sources referenced in 

your paper, though these pages will not count toward the paper’s overall page length.  

 

The final unessay option should also offer a revised approach of the topic addressed in your draft. Students 

are encouraged to incorporate additional primary and/or secondary source research that you completed 

after receiving feedback on your draft version, as long as this research does not change the topic of your 

unessay option. The unessay assignment should deal with the comments and criticisms raised by the 

instructor. You must also turn in a written reflection between a FOUR FULL to EIGHT FULL (4 full 

to 8 full) double-spaced pages in length. The written reflection should include what you learned from 

completing the project and how it shaped your thinking about women’s rights, human rights, and activism. 

The reflection should be in 12-point font with standard one-inch margins. Your pages must be numbered 

and include the appropriate citation of Chicago Manual Style in either footnotes and endnotes. Not 

following the proper formatting will result in your grade lowering by THREE PERCENTAGE (3%) 

POINTS. Your reflection should also include a bibliography of the sources you used in your unessay 

assignment, which will not be included in the 4-8 page length. The Final Project is due on Tuesday, 

December 8th by 11:59pm on UNM Learn. Late final projects will be penalized by HALF A LETTER 

GRADE for each 24-hr period they are late. 
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If students should need assistance with their writing assignments for the class, please consider scheduling 

an appointment with Center for Academic Program Support (CAPS). 

 

I want all students to succeed in this course so please communicate with me and I will work with you. But 

failure to communicate and complete all the aforementioned requirements will result in an overall failing 

grade. 

 

Withdrawal/dropping the course: It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of whether or not 

s/he/they is/are officially enrolled in the course. If a student intends to withdraw from the course, it is that 

student’s responsibility to follow the correct procedures through the registrar’s office to do so. Students 

who drop the class will obtain a grade of WP, but students who simply quit fulfilling the requirements for 

the course can expect to earn a grade of an F (not a W) if s/he/they do not officially withdraw. The last 

day to drop this course with the Dean’s permission is December 4, 2020, and here is the form to do so. I 

will not grant any withdrawals after this date unless there are extreme circumstances. Please do not contact 

me the day before or the day when a paper assignment is due to request a withdrawal from the course. 

 

*“Stuff happens” clause: Students are allowed to invoke the clause on any of the course assignments 

throughout the semester, except for the Final Project. Once students invoke the clause, then they will 

receive a three-day extension. When you invoke this clause, no explanation is required. But you must 

email me, and then I will approve it. 

 

If you have any conflicts, concerns, or questions, please see me during my Student Drop-in Hours on 

Wednesdays 12-3pm on Zoom or make an appointment with me if you cannot make those hours. Students 

should avoid questions whose answers are contained in the course syllabus or course handouts.  

 

Contact me by email: Your emails should be written in formal, professional language, and with attention 

to the propriety accorded to the position of the writer and the addressee. Proper etiquette includes (“Dear 

Dr. Florvil,” “Dear Professor Florvil,” “Hi Prof. Florvil”) and sends a positive and respectful message to 

me. So please be courteous as I will be courteous and considerate to you! Sometimes my inbox gets full, 

but I really do want to hear from you. If you do not hear back from me within two business days, please 

send a follow up email. I will greatly appreciate a gentle reminder. 

 

General Advice about Research and Sources: It is important to recognize that any compelling work of historical 

research in different forms rests on thorough and careful primary and secondary source research.  Throughout this 

course we will discuss different ways to track down and make use of both types of sources. The section below 

offers some comments and recommendations that apply to the course.  Please consult this website for “How to 

Guides” on writing, research, and reading: http://www.bowdoin.edu/writing-guides/ 

 

Primary Sources: There are many ways to conduct primary source research, including: 1) reading unpublished 

manuscripts in an archive; 2) examining published primary sources in a library; and 3) browsing and searching 

primary sources available online.  Indeed, there are a number of relevant primary sources available on campus, 

especially in published and digital forms.  Consult the list of Internet Resources below.  

 

Secondary Sources: Over the last fifty or so years professional historians, sixties activists, and journalists across 

the world have produced a diverse body of scholarship that explores nearly all aspects of the woen’s human rights 

in diverse countries such as the United States, France, and Germany. This scholarship is available to you through 

the following: 1) online databases such as JSTOR and Project Muse, which contain thousands of research articles 

and book reviews and which are available to you through Zimmerman Library; 2) online abstracts such as History 

Reference Center and Joint Publications Research Service (JPRS), which provides access to historical documents, 

monographs, and newspaper articles and is also available through Zimmerman Library; 3) Interlibrary Loan, a 

service provided by Zimmerman Library that allows you to request books, articles, and additional resources from 

other university libraries; 4) the research stacks at the Center of Southwest Research as well as Zimmerman, the 

http://caps.unm.edu/
http://registrar.unm.edu/forms/enrlauth-latedrop-e41b.pdf
http://www.bowdoin.edu/writing-guides/
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Fine Arts and Design, UNM Law, and the Bunting Visual Resources Libraries, which contain thousands of books, 

journals, and collections. Please keep in mind that numbers 4 and 5 might be hard due to COVID library 

restrictions.   

 

Research Tools (Free): 

Evernote: This may serve as a way to outline your proposal and research paper. 

Zotero: This may serve as a bibliography and tool to take notes on your sources for your research. 

Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media: It offers great tips on research tools. 

Microsoft OneNote: This may serve as a way to take notes. 

Simplenote: This may serve as a way to take notes. 

 

Grade Breakdown: 

Participation and Engagement:       15% 

Attendance:        5% 

Short Analytical Essays (5% each):     15% 

Final Project Proposal:       10% 

Final Project First Draft:      20% 

Final Project:        35% 

Total:          100% 

 

Grading Scale: 

A+: (97-100%) A: (94-96%) A-: (90-93%) B+:  (87-89%)   

B: (84-86%) B-:  (80-83%) C+:  (77-79%) C: (74-76%)   

C-:  (70-73%) D+: (67-69%) D:  (64-66%) D-:  (60-63%) 

F:  (0-59%) 

 

Accommodation, Integrity, Conduct, and University Policies: 

Need for Accommodation and Disability: 

If there is anything that could affect your class performance and you may need accommodation due to a religious 

holiday, etc., please communicate with me by the SECOND week of classes so that appropriate arrangements can 

be made. Qualified students with disabilities who may need academic adjustments should contact me as soon as 

possible so that the proper arrangements can be made in a timely manner. Handouts are also available in alternative 

accessible formats upon request. Students must also contact the Accessibility Resource Center. 

 

Basic Needs Security Statement: 

It can be challenging to do your best in class if you have trouble meeting basic needs like safe shelter, sleep, and 

nutrition. If you have difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every day, or lack a safe and 

stable place to live, I urge you to contact the Dean of Students, Lobo Food Pantry, and/or me. We are certainly 

here to help. 

 

Undocumented Students Statement:  
As an educator, I fully support the rights of undocumented students to an education and to live free from the fear 

of deportation. I pledge that I will not disclose the immigration status of any student who shares this information 

with me unless required by a judicial warrant, and I will work with students who require immigration-related 

accommodations for themselves or their relatives. 

 

Equality Statement:  

The Office for Equity and Inclusion, as well as the Office of Equal Opportunity, works with the University of 

New Mexico community in implementing and upholding policies and practices that are consistent with federal 

and state mandates as well as existing University policies regarding equal access, equal employment and 

educational opportunity for all persons, without regard to race, religion, color, sex, gender, age, national origin or 

ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, disability, or veteran status. Neither the University of 

New Mexico nor your instructor will condone and/or tolerate discrimination against any individual on the basis 

http://evernote.com/
http://www.zotero.org/
http://chnm.gmu.edu/
https://www.onenote.com/
https://simplenote.com/
http://as2.unm.edu/
https://dos.unm.edu/
https://loborespect.unm.edu/services/lobo-food-pantry.html
http://diverse.unm.edu/
https://oeo.unm.edu/index.html
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of race, religion, color, sex, gender identity, age, national origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual 

orientation, disability, or status as a disabled or Vietnam-era veteran.   

 

Title IX Statement:  

Title IX prohibitions on sex discrimination include various forms of sexual misconduct, such as sexual assault, 

rape, sexual harassment, domestic and dating violence, and stalking. Current UNM policy designates instructors 

as required reporters, which means that if instructors are notified (outside of classroom activities) about any Title 

IX violations, they must report this information to the Title IX coordinator. However, the American Association 

of University Professors’ (AAUP) “Statement on Professional Ethics” requires that Professors protect students’ 

academic freedom and “respect[s] the confidential nature of the relationship between professor and student.” 

Therefore, as a Professor I have pledged to honor student confidentiality and will strive to respect your wishes 

regarding reporting. Our classroom and our university should always be spaces of mutual respect, kindness, and 

support, without fear of discrimination, harassment, or violence. If you or someone you know should ever need 

assistance or have concerns about incidents that violate Title IX, there resources and confidential routes available 

to you on campus. For example, you can contact the Women’s Resource Center, African American Student 

Services, the LGBTQ Resource Center, Student Health and Counseling (SHAC), or additional resources at UNM. 

LoboRESPECT can also be contacted on their 24-hour crisis line, (505) 277-2911 and online at 

loborespect@unm.edu. You can receive non-confidential support and learn more about Title IX through the Title 

IX Coordinator at (505) 277-5251 and the website. Reports to law enforcement can be made to UNM Police 

Department at (505) 277-2241. Please also consult the campus policy regarding sexual misconduct. 

 

Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism:  

The University of New Mexico prohibits academic dishonesty. Students must document any idea that you derive 

from another person or source, including websites or blogs, in your paper assignments in the form of a citation, 

whether a footnote or endnote. To take ideas from other people or sources without attribution constitutes 

plagiarism. I have a zero tolerance policy on plagiarism. If caught, students involved in the incident will receive 

an automatic F in the course, and I will immediately report the incidences to the Office of the Dean of Students. I 

believe you are capable of meeting my expectations for this course. If you are concerned about how well you are 

doing in this course or committing plagiarism unknowingly, please come and speak with me instead of considering 

academic misconduct. In addition, do consult the History Department’s policy on Academic Dishonesty.      

 

 

Course Schedule: 

** Assigned readings must be completed before class. If you have trouble accessing or obtaining the 

readings, please communicate with me in a timely fashion, and I will help. ** 

 

 

Week 1: The Trajectories of Women’s Activism, Politics, and Rights 

Tuesday, August 18:   Course Introduction 

       

Readings: HIST 492/AMST 330/INTS 499/WMST 379 Syllabus and the PDFs on style, writing, and reading 

historical sources on UNM Learn 

 

Wendy Rouse, “The Very Queer History of the Suffrage Movement,” The Suff Buffs   
 

OR 

 

Susan Philpott, “Suffragette & Suffragist: The Influence of the British Suffrage Movement,” The Suff Buffs 

 

OR 

 

Ann D. Gordon, “Fraught Friendship: Susan B. Anthony and Frederick Douglass,” The Suff Buffs 

 

https://women.unm.edu/
https://afro.unm.edu/
https://afro.unm.edu/
http://lgbtqrc.unm.edu/
http://shac.unm.edu/
http://dos.unm.edu/resources/resources.html
http://loborespect.unm.edu/
http://oeo.unm.edu/title-ix/
https://policy.unm.edu/university-policies/2000/2740.html
http://history.unm.edu/common/documents/policies/GuidelinesonAcademicDishonesty_002.pdf
https://www.womensvote100.org/the-suff-buffs-blog/2020/6/9/the-very-queer-history-of-the-suffrage-movement
https://www.womensvote100.org/the-suff-buffs-blog/2020/5/20/suffragette-suffragist-influence-of-british-suffrage-movement
https://www.womensvote100.org/the-suff-buffs-blog/2020/6/4/fraught-friendship-susan-b-anthony-and-frederick-douglass
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OR 

 

Cathleen Cahill, “Suffrage in Spanish: Hispanic Women and the Fight for the 19th Amendment in New Mexico, 

The Suff Buffs **[You choose two out of these four short pieces to read] 

 

Thursday, August 20:   Women’s Human Rights: An Overview  

 

Readings:  Arvonne S. Fraser, “Becoming Human: The Origins and Development of Women’s Human Rights,” 

Human Rights Quarterly 21 (1999): 853-906 

 

 Week 2: Centering the Colonies in the ‘First Wave’ of Women’s Activism  

Tuesday, August 25:   The ‘First Wave’ of Suffrage in the European Colonies   

  

Readings: Pamela Scully, “White Maternity and Black Infancy: The Rhetoric of Race in the South African 

Women’s Suffrage Movement 1895-1930,” in Women’s Suffrage in the British Empire: Citizenship, Nation, and 

Race, eds. Ian Christopher Fletcher, Laura E Nym Myhall, and Philippa Levine (London: Routledge, 2000), 68-

83 

 

Mrinalini Sinha, “Historically Speaking: Gender and Citizenship in Colonial India,” in The Question of Gender: 
Joan Scott’s Critical Feminism, eds. Judith Butler and Elizabeth Weed (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 

2011), 80-101 

 

OR 

 

Mrinalini Sinha, “Suffragism and Internationalism: The Enfranchisement of British and Indian Women Under 

an Imperial State,” in Women’s Suffrage in the British Empire: Citizenship, Nation, and Race, eds. Ian 

Christopher Fletcher, Laura E. Nym Myhall, and Philippa Levine (London: Routledge, 2000), 224-240 

**[You choose either the first Sinha article or the second Sinha article to read] 

 

Thursday, August 27:   The ‘First Wave’ of Suffrage in the European Colonies Cont’d   

 

Readings: Jennifer Anne Boittin, Christina Firpo, and Emily Musil Church, “Hierarchies of Race and Gender in 

the French Colonial Empire, 1914-1946,” Historical Reflections/Réflexions Historiques 37, no. 1 (2011): 60-90 

 

Elsbeth Locher-Scholten, “The Colonial Heritage of Human Rights in Indonesia: The Case of the Vote for 

Women, 1916-1941,” Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 30, no. 1 (1999): 54-73 

 

OR 

 

Anne MacPherson, “Colonial Matriarchs: Garveyism, Maternalism, and Belize’s Black Cross Nurses, 1920-

1952,” Gender and History 15, no. 3 (2003): 507-527 **[You choose either the Locher-Scholten article or 

the MacPherson article to read] 

 

Week 3: Understanding the ‘First Wave’ of Women’s Activism in the Europe and the United States 

Tuesday, September 1:   The ‘First Wave’ of Suffrage in the US  

 

Readings: “Interchange: Women’s Suffrage, the Nineteenth Amendment, and the Right to Vote,” Journal of 

American History 106, no. 3 (2019): 662-694   

 

Cathleen Cahill, “‘Our Democracy and the American Indian’: Citizenship, Sovereignty, and the Native Vote in 

the 1920s,” Journal of Women’s History vol. 32, no. 1 (2020): 41-51   

 

https://www.womensvote100.org/the-suff-buffs-blog/2020/6/24/suffrage-in-spanish-hispanic-women-and-the-fight-for-the-19th-amendment-in-new-mexico
https://www.womensvote100.org/the-suff-buffs-blog/2020/6/24/suffrage-in-spanish-hispanic-women-and-the-fight-for-the-19th-amendment-in-new-mexico
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Cathleen Cahill, “‘Our Sisters in China Are Free’: Visual Representations of Chinese and Chinese American 

Suffragists,” Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era 19, no. 3 (2020): 1-8 

**Dr. Cahill will Zoom into our class 

 

Primary Sources: Gertrude Bonnin, “Americanize the First American” and Puck, “Savagery to ‘Civilization’” 

[Both sources are courtesy of Dr. Cahill] 

 

Thursday, September 3:  The ‘First Wave’ of Suffrage in Europe   

 

Readings: Maja Beisenherz, “Women’s Suffrage in Germany,” Oxford Human Rights Hub: A Global 

Perspective on Human Rights, March 12, 2018 

 

Sylvie Chaperon, “The Difficult Struggle for Women’s Political Rights in France,” in The Struggle for Female 

Suffrage in Europe, eds. Blanca Rodríguez-Ruiz and Ruth Rubio-Marín (Leiden: Brill, 2012), 305-320 

 

OR 

 

Inge Bleijenbergh and Jet Bussemaker, “The Women’s Vote in the Netherlands: From the ‘Houseman’s Vote’ to 

Full Citizenship,” in The Struggle for Female Suffrage in Europe, eds. Blanca Rodríguez-Ruiz and Ruth Rubio-

Marín (Leiden: Brill, 2012), 175-190 **[You choose either the Chaperon or the Bleijenbergh and 

Bussemaker article to read] 

 

Primary Sources: Give Us Women’s Suffrage (March 1914)  

 

Aletta Jacobs, Dutch suffragist (1854-1929) 

 

OR 

 

A group of French suffragists, circa 1920 **[You choose either the Dutch image or the French image to 

view] 

 

Week 4: Women’s Internationalism-Here, There, and Everywhere  

Tuesday, September 8:   Feminist Activism and Organizing in the Americas 

 

Readings: Begin reading Katherine Marino, Feminism for the Americas, 1-39 (Prologue and Chapter 1) 

 

Verta Taylor and Leila Rupp, “Loving Internationalism: The Emotion Culture of Transnational Women’s 

Organizations, 1888-1945,” Mobilization: An International Journal 7, no. 2 (2002): 141-158 

 

Thursday, September 10:  Feminist Activism and Organizing in the Americas Cont’d   

 

Readings: Marino, Feminism for the Americas, 40-66 (Chapter 2) 

 

Primary Sources: 1930 Letter from Ofelia Domínguez Navarro to Paulina Luisi, December 1930 and 

Correspondence between Doris Stevens, President of the Inter-American Commission of Women and Members 

of the Unión Laborista de Mujeres of Havana, Cuba, September 18, 1931 [Both sources are courtesy of Dr. 

Marino] 

 

Week 5: Pan-American Feminism 

Tuesday, September 15:  Intersecting Anti-racist and Anti-fascist Movements  

 

Readings: Marino, Feminism for the Americas, 67-144 (Chapters 3, 4, and 5) 

 

https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/womens-suffrage-in-germany/
https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/womens-suffrage-in-germany/
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=1651
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nationaalarchief/3333356749
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/group-of-french-women-suffragettes-posed-with-placards-news-photo/530962048
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Primary Sources: 1930 Letter from Ofelia Domínguez Navarro to Paulina Luisi, December 1930 and 

Correspondence between Doris Stevens, President of the Inter-American Commission of Women and Members 

of the Unión Laborista de Mujeres of Havana, Cuba, September 18, 1931 [Both sources are courtesy of Dr. 

Marino] 

  

Thursday, September 17:  Intersecting Anti-racist and Anti-fascist Movements Cont’d 

 

Readings: Marino, Feminism for the Americas, 145-197 (Chapters 6 and 7) 

 

Week 6: Anti-racist and Anti-colonialist Networks and Liberatory Politics 

Tuesday, September 22: Women’s Rights are Human Rights 

 

Readings: Finish Marino, Feminism for the Americas, 198-236 (Chapter 8 and Epilogue) 

*Dr. Marino will Zoom into our class 

 

Thursday, September 24: Black Women’s Activism in the French Empire 

 

Readings: Begin reading Annette Joseph-Gabriel, Reimagining Liberation, 1-28 (Prologue and Introduction) 

 

Week 7: Decolonizing Belonging and Culture   

Tuesday, September 29:  Redefining Liberation and Citizenship 

 

Readings: Joseph-Gabriel, Reimagining Liberation, 29-118 (Chapters 1, 2, and 3) 

 

Primary Sources: Edward B. Toles, “Madame Eboue May Be First Woman Ever Elected French Deputy,” The 

Chicago Defender, September 15, 1945 and Madame Eboue, “Carte de Combattant Volontaire de la 

Résistance,” 1954 [Both sources are courtesy of Dr. Joseph-Gabriel] 

 

Thursday, October 1:   Redefining Liberation and Citizenship Cont’d 
 

Readings: Joseph-Gabriel, Reimagining Liberation, 119-168 (Chapters 4 and 5) 

 

Primary Sources: Edward B. Toles, “Madame Eboue May Be First Woman Ever Elected French Deputy,” The 

Chicago Defender, September 15, 1945 and Madame Eboue, “Carte de Combattant Volontaire de la 

Résistance,” 1954 [Both sources are courtesy of Dr. Joseph-Gabriel] 

 

Week 8: The Contours of Black Women’s Activism  

Tuesday, October 6:   Transnational Black Feminism  

  

Readings: Joseph-Gabriel, Reimagining Liberation, 169-195 (Chapter 6 and Epilogue) 

*Dr. Joseph-Gabriel will Zoom into our class 

 

Jacqueline-Bethel Tchouta Mougoué, “‘God Will Be Eating Grass’: Cooking Anglophone Nationalism,” in 

Mougoué, Gender, Separatist Politics, and Embodied Nationalism in Cameroon (Ann Arbor: University of 

Michigan, 2019), 95-121 

 

Thursday, October 8:   NO CLASS- FALL BREAK  

   

Week 9: Gender, Race, and Politics 

Tuesday, October 13:  NO CLASS—RESEARCH DAY (Students are still responsible for the 

readings) 

 

Readings: Begin Martha Jones, Vanguard, 1-14 (Introduction) 
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Final Project Proposals due on Tuesday, October 13th by 11:59pm on UNM Learn 

 

 

Thursday, October 15:  To Be Black and Female 

 

Readings: Jones, Vanguard, 15-68 (Chapters 1, 2) 

 

Primary Sources: Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, “A Double Standard” (1895)  

 

OR 

 

Frances Ellen Watkins, “Slave Auction” (1857) **[You choose either of Harper’s poems to read] 

 

 

Week 10: African American Women’s Civic and Political Campaigns   

Tuesday, October 20:  The Political Lives of African American Women 

 

Readings: Jones, Vanguard, 69-174 (Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6) 

 

Thursday, October 22:  Fighting for Equality 

 

Readings: Jones, Vanguard, 175-276 (Chapters 7, 8, 9 and Conclusion)  

 

Primary Sources: Fannie Lou Hamer, “I Didn’t Know Anything About Voting: Fannie Lou Hamer On the 

Mississippi Voter Registration Campaign”  

OR 

 

Fannie Lou Hamer, “We’re on our Way,” Speech Before a Mass Meeting held at the Negro Baptist School in 

Indianola, Mississippi (September 1964) 

 

OR 

 

Interview with Fannie Lou Hamer by Neil McMillen, April 14, 1972, Center for Oral History and Cultural 

Heritage, USM **[You choose any of the Hamer pieces to listen to or to read] 

 

Week 11: The UN World Conferences on Women 

Tuesday, October 27:  The International Women’s Year (1975) 

 

Readings: Kristen Ghodsee, “The Lead-Up to International Women’s Year” and “Historic Gatherings in 

Mexico and the German Democratic Republic,” in Ghodsee, Second World, Second Sex: Socialist Women’s 

Activism and Global Solidarity during the Cold War (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2018), 135-145 and 

146-159 

 

Jocelyn Olcott, “Cold War Conflicts and Cheap Cabaret: Sexual Politics at the 1975 United Nations 

International Women’s Year Conference,” Gender & History 22, no. 3 (2010): 733–754 

 

Primary Sources: Images from the IWY Conference in 1975 

 

Thursday, October 29:  Reconsidering Beijing (1995) 

 

Readings: Lisa Levenstein, “A Social Movement for a Global Age: U.S. Feminism and the Beijing Women’s 

Conference of 1995,” Journal of American History 105, no. 2 (2018): 336-365 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/52449/a-double-standard
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47686/the-slave-auction
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6918/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6918/
https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/hamer-were-on-our-way-speech-text/
https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/hamer-were-on-our-way-speech-text/
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OR 

 

Melissa Upreti and Soon-Young Yoon, “The Feminist and Women’s Movement Action Plan (fwMAP): 

Mobilising globally for Beijing +25,” Gender & Development 28, no. 2 (2020): 265-279 ***[You choose either 

the Levenstein article or the Upreti and Yoon article to read] 

 

Primary Sources: Hilary Rodham Clinton, “Remarks to the U.N. 4th Conference on Women Plenary Session, 

September 5, 1995 

 

Week 12: Research Week 

Tuesday, November 3:  NO CLASS- ELECTION DAY and RESEARCH DAY 

 

Thursday, November 5: NO CLASS- RESEARCH DAY 

  

Final Project First Drafts due on Thursday, November 5th by 11:59pm on UNM Learn 

 

 

Week 13: Gender and the Limits of Rights 

Tuesday, November 10:   What are the Limits of Rights?  
 

Readings: Begin Dorothy Hodgson, Gender, Culture, and the Limits of Rights, Introduction and excerpts 

      

Thursday, November 12: What are the Limits of Rights? Cont’d 

 

Readings: Hodgson, Gender, Culture, and the Limits of Rights, excerpts 

 

Week 14: Negotiating Rights, Forging Connections, and Inciting Change  

Tuesday, November 17: NO CLASS-RESEARCH DAY 

 

Thursday, November 19:  The Global Dynamics of Gendered Mobilizations for Rights  

 

Readings: Tiffany N. Florvil, “Distant Ties: May Ayim’s Transnational Solidarity and Activism,” in Keisha N. 

Blain and Tiffany M. Gill, eds. To Turn this Whole World Over: Black Women and Internationalism (Chicago: 

University of Illinois Press, 2019), 74-97  

 

Pamela Ohene-Nyako, “The Heart of the Race: Black women contesting British imperialism and whiteness: Third 

World feminist internationalism in Britain in the 1970s and 1980s,” Tijdschrift voor Genderstudies 21, no. 3 

(2018): 249-264 

OR 

 

Tanisha Ford, “We Were People of Soul: Gender, Violence, and Black Panther Style in 1970s London,” in Ford, 

Liberated Threads: Black Women, Style, and the Global Politics of Soul (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 

Press, 2015), 123-158 

 

OR 

 

Chandra Frank, “Sister Outsider and Audre Lorde in the Netherlands: On Transnational Queer Feminisms and 

Archival Methodological Practices,” Feminist Review 121, no. 1 (2019): 9-23 **[You choose either the Ohene-

Nyako article, the Ford article, or the Frank article to read; You must read my article ☺] 

 

Primary Sources: Images of Black Women and Women of Color in Europe   

 

Week 15: Thanksgiving Break 

https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/hillaryclintonbeijingspeech.htm
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/hillaryclintonbeijingspeech.htm
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Tuesday, November 24:  NO CLASS- RESEARCH DAY  

 

Thursday, November 26:  NO CLASS-THANKSGIVING  

 

Week 16: Transfeminisms, Queerness, and Disability 

Tuesday, December 1:   Queerness and Transfeminisms 

 

Readings: Emi Koyama, “The Transfeminist Manifesto,” in Catching a Wave: Reclaiming Feminism for the 

21st century, eds. Rory Dicker & Alison Piepmeier (Boston: Northeastern University Press, 2003), 244-259 

 

Dora Silva Santana, “Transitionings and Returnings: Experiments with the Poetics of Transatlantic Water,” 

TSQ: Transgender Studies Quarterly 4, no. 2 (2017): 181-190 

 

Verta Taylor and Leila J. Rupp, “Women’s Culture and Lesbian Feminist Activism: A Reconsideration of 

Cultural Feminism,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 19, no. 1 (1993): 32-61 

 

Thursday, December 3:  Disability Activism 

 

Readings: Audre Jennings, “Engendering and Regendering Disability: Gender and Disability Activism in 

Postwar America,” in Disability Histories, eds. Susan Burch and Michael Rembis (Chicago: University of 

Illinois, 2014), 345-363 

 

OR 

 

Dagmar Herzog, “Moral Reasoning in the Wake of Mass Murder: Disability and Reproductive Rights in 1980s-

1990s Germany,” Bulletin of the German Historical Institute 66 (2020): 9-29 

 

OR 

 

Jasbir K. Puar, “Bodies with New Organs: Becoming Trans, Becoming Disabled,” Social Text 33, no. 3 (2015): 

45-73 **[You choose either the Jennings article, Herzog article, or the Puar article to read] 

 

Final Projects due on Tuesday, December 8th by 11:59pm on UNM Learn 

 


