
Women in Latin American Society 

 

Dr. Allyson Poska         

Online Office Hours MWF1-2pm and TR 2-3pm via Canvas conference 

And by Appointment:  aposka@umw.edu 

 

 This class will look at a wide array of issues facing women in Latin American society from 

the preconquest period to the present.  We will examine major themes in women's and social 

history from sexuality to economic development and assess the complex interaction of race, class, 

and gender in the evolution of women’s roles and experiences.  

 

Course Goals and Objectives 

• Understanding of the discipline’s methods and processes 

• Comprehension of historical processes 

• Ability to write with clarity about the past 

• Ability to define a topic of investigative study, and write a project proposal and research 

paper 

This course counts in the History major and as an IA support course  

 

UMW Honor Code: In accordance with the University’s Honor Code, all work submitted for 

grading must be your own and be pledged as such by writing at the end of the work, “I hereby 

declare upon my word of honor that I have neither given nor received any unauthorized help on 

this work. (your signature)”  It is your duty as students and ours as faculty to uphold the Honor 

Code, which is described in detail in the Guidebook & Constitution. Suspected violations of the 

Honor Code will be addressed according to the policy established by the Honor Council. 

 

Students requiring special accommodations:  

The Office of Disability Resources has been designated by the university as the primary office to 

guide, counsel, and assist students with disabilities.  If you receive services through the Office of 

Disability Resources and require accommodations for this class, make an appointment with me as 

soon as possible to discuss your approved accommodation needs.  Bring your accommodation 

letter, along with a copy of our class syllabus with you to the appointment.  I will hold any 

information you share with me in strictest confidence unless you give me permission to do 

otherwise. If you have not made contact with the Office of Disability Resources and have 

reasonable accommodation needs, (note taking assistance, extended time for tests, etc.), please 

contact them at 540-654-1266. The office will require appropriate documentation of disability. 

 

Sexual and Gender Based Harassment University of Mary Washington faculty are committed to 

supporting students and upholding the University’s Policy on Sexual and Gender Based 

Harassment and Other Forms of Interpersonal Violence.  Under Title IX and this Policy, 

discrimination based upon sex or gender is prohibited.  If you experience an incident of sex or 

gender-based discrimination, we encourage you to report it.  While you may talk to your 

instructor, understand that as a “Responsible Employee” of the University, I must report to 

UMW’s Title IX Coordinator what you share.  If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, 

please contact UMW’s Title IX Coordinator, who can connect you with support services and help 

you explore your options. Please visit http://diversity.umw.edu/title-ix/ to view UMW’s Policy on 

https://academics.umw.edu/academicintegrity/academic-integrity/guidebook-and-constitution/
http://diversity.umw.edu/title-ix/


Sexual and Gender Based Harassment and Other Forms of Interpersonal Violence and to find 

further information on support and resources. 

 

Classroom Recording Statement 

Classroom activities in this course may be recorded by students enrolled in the course for the 

personal, educational use of that student or for all students presently enrolled in the class only, and 

may not be further copied, distributed, published or otherwise used for any other purpose without 

the express written consent of the course instructor. All students are advised that classroom 

activities may be taped by students for this purpose. Distribution or sale of class recordings is 

prohibited without the written permission of the instructor and other students who are 

recorded. Distribution without permission is a violation of copyright law. This policy is 

consistent with UMW’s Policy on Recording Class and Distribution of Course Materials. 

 

Course Communication: The primary mechanism for communication for this class will be 

Canvas.  All course materials are posted there.  I will provide any additional information using 

Announcements.   You will upload all of your assignments and exams to Canvas.  If you would 

like an appointment with me via Zoom, contact me through Canvas or email me at 

aposka@umw.edu.  I am generally online Sunday- Friday  7am to 7pm.   After 7pm and on 

Saturdays, you may have to wait until the following day to hear from me.  

 

Books available for Purchase: 

Júnia Ferreira Furtado,  Chica da Silva: A Brazilian Slave of the Eighteenth Century  (Cambridge 

2009) 

Regina Root, Couture and Consensus: Fashion and Politics in Postcolonial Argentina 

(Minnesota, 2010) 

Gabriella Oliveira, Motherhood Across Borders: Immigrants and Their Children in Mexico and 

New York  (NYU, 2018) 

Elizabeth Jay Friedman, ed. Seeking Rights from the Left: Gender, Sexuality, and the Latin 

American Pink Tide (Duke, 2018) 

 

Other readings will be available through Canvas or through the library databases 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Class Participation 

The seminar will be conducted synchronously using Zoom. Class participation is a major 

component of this course. Failure to participate in seminar will result in a zero for class 

participation for that class and will negatively affect your final grade.  

 

If you are not able to participate in a class due to COVID-related issues, be sure to contact me 

immediately via canvas or email.  

 

You are responsible for all material, assignments, and announcements covered in class.  You 

should come to class having completed the readings for the week and prepared to discuss them. I 

do not expect you to be brilliant each class period.  Questions, comments, and thoughtful opinions 

are all crucial parts of classroom learning. I encouraged you to participate in whatever form that 

https://www.boarddocs.com/va/umw/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=ATZSXG724B54
mailto:aposka@umw.edu


you are able; however, your participation must provide evidence that you have completed the 

readings.  

 

To ensure that everyone is properly prepared for class discussion, you will compose a short 

paragraph about each reading. You will turn in one paragraph for each book and one for each 

article.  For books, the paragraph is due at the beginning of class on Thursday. You will submit 

your paragraph(s) to the appropriate week on Canvas under assignments. For articles, the 

paragraphs are due the day that the article is discussed. These paragraphs will be graded credit/no 

credit and count as a part of your class participation grade.  

 

Your paragraph should include the following:  

Full Bibliographic citation of the reading 

What is the thesis of this reading? 

What primary sources does the author use? 

What are three of the author’s main points? 

End the paragraph with two questions that you have about the reading. 

 

Leading the seminar 

All students will lead two weeks of the seminar.  Each week, two of you will be responsible for 

giving a brief presentation of the weekly reading and leading the discussion. Leading the two 

seminars will account for 25% of your grade. Here are my guidelines for leading seminar 

effectively. 

 

To ease the collaboration process for seminar leaders, you will use Canvas collaborations to work 

on and provide me access to your seminar questions.   Seminar partners should plan to meet with 

me via Zoom on the Monday before the Tuesday seminar to go over the questions for the week. 

 

Final Paper 

You will write a 20 page primary source based research paper.  It can be EITHER a historical 

research paper or a research paper focused on a contemporary issue facing women in Latin 

America. The paper and its component parts will account for 50% of your grade.  You will meet 

regularly with me for feedback about your work.  

 

Note for those writing a research paper on a contemporary issue: 

You must use some sort of primary source materials as the basis of your research, including but 

not limited to reports by international organizations, statistical data, newspaper or other 

interviews. You must lay out the problem, describe the current situation, and propose a well 

considered solution backed up by the scholarly research. 

 

All of your secondary research must be from scholarly sources – books and scholarly journals—

available from the library.  No wikipedia, no encyclopedias either in print or online, no non-

scholarly websites. No Master’s theses or PhD dissertations. For more information on conducting 

online library research, see the instructional video  

  

We have created a webpage to help you with your research and writing for this and other history 

classes: http://cas.umw.edu/historyamericanstudies/history-department-resources/ 



 

All assignments will be in 12 pt. font, double-spaced and will have 1" margins [note that the 

WORD default if 1.25]. You must use Chicago Manual of Style format for citations. Be sure to 

proofread your papers before turning them in.  Spell check and Grammar check to avoid 

embarrassing errors. 

 

Assignments should be uploaded to Canvas before class begins on the assigned date. Computer 

breakdowns are NOT an excuse. Late papers (even one minute late), will be penalized 10 points 

for each 24 hour period. If you cannot turn in your assignment by the due date due to COVID-19 

issues, contact me as soon as possible to avoid the late penalty.  

 

Failure to complete any written assignment will result in an automatic failure of the course. 

Detailed instructions for each assignment are available on canvas. 

 

Topic Proposal:  due September 10  (5% of your grade)  

 

Comprehensive bibliography: due October 1 (10% of your grade)  

 

Primary Source Analysis: due October 29 (10% of your grade) 

 

Final paper: First version due December 1 Final version due during the exam period  (25% of 

your grade:  1/3 first draft+2/3 final draft) 

 

Remember that all of your work is subject to the UMW Honor Code.   

 

Grade scale  

A 95-100; A- 90-94; B+ 87-89; B 84-86; B- 80-83; C+ 77-79; C 74-76; C- 70-73; D+ 67-69; D 

63-66  Students receiving less than 69 at midterm will receive an unsatisfactory 

 

 

WEEKLY TOPICS AND READINGS: 

 

Week 1 Tuesday: Introduction to the Class  

Thursday:  

1) Elinor Burkett, "In Dubious Sisterhood: Class and Sex in Colonial South America" 

from Women in Latin America: An Anthology from Latin American Perspectives (on 

canvas) 

2) Linda Martín Alcoff, “Decolonizing Feminist Theory: Latina Contributions to the 

Debate” chapter one of Theories of the Flesh: Latinx and Latin American Feminisms, 

Transformation, and Resistance edited by Andrea J. Pitts, Mariana Ortega, and José 

Medina online access at UMW library 

 

Week 2 Indigenous Women before and after the Conquest 

1) Susan Kellogg, “Of Warriors and Working Women,” chapter 2 Weaving the Past: A 

History of Latin America’s Indigenous Women from the Prehispanic Period to the Present 

(2005) online access UMW library  



2) Lisa Sousa, “Gender and the Body” chapter two from The Woman who Turned into a 

Jaguar and Other Narratives of Colonial Mexico (2017) online access UMW library 

3) Sara Guengerich “Capac Women and the Politics of Marriage in Early Colonial 

Peru.” Colonial Latin American Review 24, no.2 (2015): 147-167 available at EBSCOhost 

Humanities International Complete 

 

 

Week 3 Colonial Society 

1) Kimberly Gauderman, “A Loom of her Own: Women and Textiles in Seventeenth-century 

Quito,”Colonial Latin American Review, 13, no. 1 (Jun 2004): 47-63, at academic search 

complete 

2) Ann Twinam, “Mothers: Pregnant Virgins, Abandoned Women, and the Private and Public 

Price of Sexuality” in Private Lives, Public Secrets: Gender, Honor, Sexuality, and 

Illegitimacy in Colonial Spanish America (1999) on canvas 

3) Kimberly S. Hanger, “Landlords, Shopkeepers, Farmers, and Slaveowners: Free Black 

Female PropertyHolders in Colonial New Orleans,” chapter 11 of Beyond Bondage: Free 

Women of Color in the Americas edited by David Barry Gaspar and Darlene Clark Hine 

online access at UMW library  

 

Week 4 Women and the Catholic Church  

1) Jonathan Truitt, “Courting Catholicism: Nahua Women and the Catholic Church in 

Colonial Mexico City,” Ethnohistory 57, no.3 (Summer 2010): 415-444 at Humanities 

International Complete.  

2) Joan C. Bristol, “Although I am black I am beautiful: Juana Esperanza de San Alberto, 

Black Carmelite of Puebla”  (on canvas) 

3) Kathryn Burns, “Gender and the Politics of Mestizaje: The Convent of Santa Clara in 

Cuzco, Peru,” Hispanic American Historical Review 78,no.1 (Feb 1998): 5-44 at JSTOR 

 

Week 5 Gender and Enslavement  

Furtado, Chica da Silva 

 

Week 6 Fashion and Politics after Independence  

Root, Couture and Consensus 

 

Week 7 Feminism in the Long Nineteenth Century  

1) Stephanie J. Smith, “Redefining Women: The Making of a Revolution” chapter one of 

Gender and the Mexican Revolution: Yucatan Women and the Realities of Patriarchy 

online access UMW library  

2) Maxine Molyneux, “No God, No Boss, No Husband: Anarchist Feminism in Nineteenth-

Century Argentina,” Latin American Perspectives, 13, no.1 (1986): 119-145  

3) James E. Sanders, “A Mob of Women" Confront Post-Colonial Republican Politics: How 

Class, Race, and Partisan Ideology Affected Gendered Political Space in Nineteenth-

Century Southwestern Colombia,” Journal of Women's History 20, no.1 (2008): 63-89 

 

 

 



Week 8  The Mexican Revolution 

1) Andrés Reséndez Fuentes, “Battleground Women: Soldaderas and Female Soldiers in the 

Mexican Revolution,” (On Canvas) 

2) Ana Macias, “Women and the Mexican Revolution, 1910-1920.” The Americas, 74, no. 1 

(2017): 53-82 at Project MUSE. 

3) Gabriela Cano, “Unconcealable Realities of Desire: Amelio Robles’s (Transgender) 

Masculinity in the Mexican Revolution” (on canvas) 

 

Week 9  The Cuban revolution 

1) Michelle Chase, “Maternalism and the Moral Authority of Revolution, 1956–1958,”   

chapter 3 of  Revolution within the Revolution: Women and Gender Politics in Cuba, 

1952-1962 online access at UMW library 

2) Johanna I Moya Fábregas, “The Cuban Woman's Revolutionary Experience: Patriarchal 

Culture and the State's Gender Ideology, 1950–1976,”Journal of Women's History, 22, 

no.1 (2010): 61-84 

3) Melanie Josee Davidson and Catherine Krull,”Adapting to Cuba's Shifting Food 

Landscapes: Women's Strategies of Resistance,” Cuban Studies 42 (2011): 59-77 

 

Week 10 Challenging the Status quo: guerillas and other anti government movements 

1) Karen Kampwirth, “Feminine Challenges to Military Rule in El Salvador” chapter 2 of 

Women and Guerilla Movements: Nicaragua, El Salvador, Chiapas, Cuba online access 

UMW library 

2) Marysa Navarro. “The Personal is Political: Las Madres de Plaza de Mayo” (on canvas) 

3)  Karen Kampwirth, “Women in the Armed Struggles in Nicaragua: Sandinistas and 

Contras Compared”  chapter 2 of Radical Women in Latin America: Left and Right edited 

by Victoria González and Karen Kampwirth online access UMW library 

 

Week 11 

 

NO CLASS TUESDAY ELECTION DAY 

 

 National Politics 

1) Farida Jalalzai and Pedro Dos Santos, “The Dilma Effect? Women’s Representation under 

Dilma Rousseff's Presidency,” Politics & Gender 11, no.1 (2015): 117-145 at 

Genderwatch 

2) Jennifer M. Poscopo, “States as Gender Equality Activists: The Evolution of Quota Laws 

in Latin America,”Latin American Politics and Society, 57, no.3 (2015): 27-49 at Wiley 

Online Library 2016 Full Collection 

3)  Helen Safa, “Challenging Mestizaje. A Gender Perspective on Indigenous and. 

Afrodescendant Movements in Latin America.” Critique of Anthropology 25, no.3 (2005): 

307-330 (on canvas) 

 

 

Week 12 Sexual Politics  

Friedman, Seeking Rights from the Left 

 



 

  

 

Week 13  Migration to the US 

Oliveira, Motherhood Across Borders 

 

 

Week 14 No CLASSES Thanksgiving Break 

 

Week 15 Pink Glitter and other Twenty-first Century Movements 

Subject to change and/or addition depending on what happens between now and December. 

No weekly paragraph due 

 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/audio/protests-mexico  pod cast 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/28/opinion/latin-america-feminism.html 

https://www.npr.org/2020/03/09/813699719/mexican-women-stay-home-to-protest-femicides-in-

a-day-without-us 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/dictatorship-chilean-women-forefront-protests-

200309195747923.html 

 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/audio/protests-mexico
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/28/opinion/latin-america-feminism.html
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/09/813699719/mexican-women-stay-home-to-protest-femicides-in-a-day-without-us
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/09/813699719/mexican-women-stay-home-to-protest-femicides-in-a-day-without-us
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/dictatorship-chilean-women-forefront-protests-200309195747923.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/dictatorship-chilean-women-forefront-protests-200309195747923.html

