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SOC 380-C- Gender & Migration 

Summer Session, 2020 

 

Instructor: Busra Sati Doga 

E-mail: bsati1@binghamton.edu 

Office Hours: Wednesday, 11-1 pm. on Zoom & by appointment 

General Education Requirements: N- Social science, G- Global interdependencies 

Department of Sociology 

Library Tower 3rd and 4th floors 

Phone: (607) 777-2628, sociology@binghamton.edu 

Course description: This course aims to explore central themes in contemporary global 

migration through the prism of gender. Not only men and women often differently experience 

migration processes, but also, migration itself is a gendered phenomenon. In this class, we will 

investigate the interplay of race, class, gender, citizenship and global inequalities within the 

broad framework of global migration. The topics will include border regimes and gendered 

practices at the borders, transnational communities shaped by various gender norms, migrant 

workers in labor markets and finally migrants’ claims for citizenship.   

Course Objectives: 

1. Describe key concepts in the migration literature. 

2. Learn the ability to analyze migration processes by using gender as a category.   

3. Learn the role of nation-states in driving, managing and controlling human mobility.  

4. Learn the global forces that shape and are shaped by migration.  

N (Social science) Courses Learning Objectives 

Students in N courses will demonstrate 

1. Knowledge of major concepts, models, and issues (and their interrelationships) of at least 

one of the social sciences: anthropology, economics, geography, history, political 

science, or sociology.  

2. An understanding of the methods used by social scientists to explore social phenomena, 

including, when appropriate to the discipline, observation, hypothesis development, 

mailto:bsati1@binghamton.edu
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measurement and data collection, experimentation, evaluation of evidence, and analysis 

by mathematics or other interpretive frameworks. 

G (Global studies) Courses Learning Objectives 

Students in G courses will demonstrate knowledge of how two or more distinctive world 

regions have influenced and interacted with one another and how such interactions have 

been informed by their respective cultures or civilizations. 

Sociology Department/Undergrad Learning Objectives  

 

1. The ability to critically read texts and analyze the social world around them using basic 

sociological concepts and ideas derived from significant sociological thinkers drawn from 

the past and contemporary periods. 

2. The ability to communicate effectively in writing that is coherent, well-developed, and 

expressive of concepts, ideas, and themes derived from sociological thinking. 

3. Knowledge of themes, perspectives, and paradigms in particular areas of sociological 

thought (especially those that reflect the three concentrations in the major:  critical legal 

studies, historical sociology, and labor studies). 

4. A basic understanding of the main questions regarding sociological methodology, 

particularly the qualitative variety. 

 

Communication Policy 
 

As this is an online course, our communication will be mainly via emails. Please don’t hesitate to 

contact me whenever you have concerns/ questions. I will respond the emails within 24 hours, 

unless there is an emergency. 

 

Also, I will hold office hours on Zoom (Wednesday, 11-1 pm).  

Course Requirements 

Required text 

 

This course does not require a textbook. You will find all the assigned materials on mycourses 

under the content menu.  

Other Requirements 

 

Given the nature of the course, you are expected to have Internet access regularly enough to 

complete the assignments and communicate with the instructor.  
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Credit Hours and Expectations 

 

This course is a 4-credit course, which means that in addition to the scheduled 

lectures/discussions, students are expected to do at least 9.5 hours of course-related work each 

week during the semester. In a regular semester (between 13-15 weeks), the materials and topics 

covered are much more elaborated and spread out. This class will only cover a limited range of 

topics, and will do so as widely as possible to accommodate the shorten duration of the class. On 

the other hand, the assigned reading materials for each week can be denser and lengthier; 

students are expected to be aware of that. 

 

Course Assignments 

You will be able to see your grade for each assignment one week after the due date.  

There are five components to your grade in this course.  

Participation (30 % of final grade) 

There will be five posts, 4% each, 20 % in total. 

There will be five responses, 2 % each, 10 % in total.  

I will evaluate your participation based on your presence (posts + responses) in the weekly 

discussion forum. For each week, there will be a discussion forum- titled as “Discussion- Week 

1”, for example. At the beginning of every week, I will either post a short text or a video in 

which I briefly introduce the topic. I will guide you providing questions to think about, or issues 

to explore while reading the assigned materials. Once you read/watch my note and finish the 

readings and other materials: 

• You are expected to write a few paragraphs (min. 300- max. 500 words) addressing the 

issues or answering the questions posed by me, based on the readings or other materials 

assigned for the week. Write your answers on a Word document, then copy and paste it to 

the forum threads.  

• Your posts should reference the readings of that week (ALL OF THEM) and provide 

specific answers to the posed questions.    

• Your posts should be written with an academic language. Please avoid direct quotations. 

Instead, paraphrase or summarize the points with your own words.  

• Then, you will write a short response (150- 200 words) to a post written by another 

student.  

• Your responses should include: the connection between your classmates’ analysis and 

your own analysis of the weekly question(s): Is there anything you would explain 

differently? Is there anything you find enlightening about the way your friend explained 

the question? Is there any point you like but you want to elaborate further using the 

reading material?  Is there anything new your friend’s analysis showed you on the 

discussion question? Here, you need to make sure to keep in mind the questions/prompt 

of the week. 

Note on due dates: 
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Each discussion post for each week needs to be submitted latest on Thursday (5 pm) of the week.  

Each response needs to be submitted latest on Friday (5 pm) of the week. 

 

Midterm exam (15 % of final grade)  

The midterm exam will be in the form of a take-home exam. I will post 5 questions and ask you 

to answer 4 of them in 24 hours. The exam will include topics covered in the first two weeks of 

the semester and may require you to synthesize different readings, topics and/or arguments. 

Questions may also ask you to analyze a news/ image/ or any other material using the 

theories/concepts from the reading materials.   

Your answers should be around 2 pages in total. Use Times New Romans, 12 points and double-

space. You will submit your papers to Turnitin. That means using proper in-text citations and 

including a reference page at the end to avoid any issues of plagiarism.    

Questions will be posted on Mycourses: Friday, July 17th (9 am) 

Due date: Saturday, July 18th (9 am) 

 

Interview & essay (15 % of final grade) 

This assignment aims to engage you with real life examples of the concept of transnationalism 

(this is a concept we will learn and discuss in detail, especially in week 3). For this assignment, 

you will use a research method called life history. Please read this short entry as an introduction:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_history_%28sociology%29 

First, you should find someone who considers/defines themselves as a migrant/immigrant and 

who is willing to talk to you about their experiences of migration. This person could be a friend, 

a family member, or any other person who is comfortable talking with you; could be first, second 

or third generation as long as they maintain some form of (emotional, cultural, social, economic 

etc) connection to another country/ region. If you consider yourself as a migrant or if you’re an 

international student in the US, you can also complete this assignment by utilizing your own life 

history.  

I will provide a template to give you an idea about the kind of topics/issues you can explore 

during the interview and the kind of questions you can pose. Based on the interview and the 

material we covered in this course, you will write a short essay (2 pages long, Times New 

Roman, 12 points, double space) explaining the concept of transnationalism through the life 

history of a migrant. Your paper should center the life history of an individual (micro) and 

connect their experience to the larger economic, social and cultural structures (macro) that you 

learn in this class, using the relevant materials.  

If you’re unable to find someone to talk to, please let me know ASAP. So that, I can help you in 

some way to successfully complete the assignment on time.      

Due Date: Sunday, July 26 (midnight) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_history_%28sociology%29
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Group project: Film Critique (as a video recording) (15 % final grade) 

Individual grade (5 %) + A shared grade (10 %) 

For this project, you will work in groups of three or four to produce an informed discussion, 

where you will review the movie “Ilo Ilo” (2013) If you’re unfamiliar with this format, you can 

check NPR’s pop-culture happy hour podcast for inspiration. In this podcast, three or four movie 

critics come together, the host introduces the movie and then, all of them discuss the movie in 

detail in an informal way. https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510282/pop-culture-happy-hour 

I am interested in hearing the content of the discussion, your understanding of the movie (and 

how it relates to the class material) and how you intellectually engage with each other in a 

respectful way. So, I will grade the content of the discussion and not the quality of the 

production.  

It is your responsibility to schedule the meeting time among yourselves.  

You can have this discussion over a platform of your choice (where you can record and share the 

video/audio with me) such as Zoom or Skype.  

The discussion should be around 15-20 min. and each of you should contribute to it. Before 

recording the video, please make sure that everybody has prepared notes and discussion 

questions about the movie.  

To avoid long pauses, each of you should carefully prepare for this discussion, as if you’re real 

film critics. 

If you wish, one of you can be moderator to ease the flow of the discussion.   

For the individual grade, I will be looking at the following:  

• Your analytical skills: How you contribute to the discussion by looking at the points you 

make or the questions you pose. Do they reflect a deep understanding of the movie? Are 

you able to connect the movie to the class material? 

• Your ability to identify main themes. 

• Analysis of deeper meaning, symbolism and cinema techniques.  

For the group grade: I will be looking whether your discussion involves the following: 

• Your (short) introduction of the movie: its plot and its characters.  

• Your introduction of the director (Who is he? What is his style? Etc.) and what he is 

trying to achieve/demonstrate in this specific movie. 

• Your discussion of the context for this movie & the importance of it.  

• The quality of the discussion: how you engage with each other’s arguments and 

questions.  

Due date: Sunday, August 2nd (midnight)  

Final paper (25 % final grade)  

https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510282/pop-culture-happy-hour
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Students are expected to write one 4-5 pages final essay. You have two options. Please choose 

one: 

Option 1: Write a research paper on a topic of your choice related with general themes of gender 

& migration. For example, you can choose a specific migrant group and try to answer the 

following question: (e.g.) “how does gender influence migration experiences of undocumented 

Mexican migrants in the US?”. Or you can choose a city/ country/ region and explore the 

migration policies of the state, paying particular attention to the gendered nature of these 

policies. Your topic and research question should be clear and precise.  

Option 2: Write a literature review on “Migration & Citizenship”, utilizing the materials assigned 

for week 5 (you can also use material from other weeks or outside, as they relate to your 

argument). In your literature review, you should compare/synthesize different angles/arguments 

developed by different authors who explore the same issue/question.   

• If you need any help in deciding your topic, please don’t hesitate to talk to me during my 

office hours. 

In your paper:  

• You must use at least four readings from this course. While studying your topic, try to 

utilize concepts and theories we have learned throughout the semester.    

• Based on the topic you choose; you might have to draw on other materials outside class. 

(Make sure to use proper academic sources: academic journals, books). 

• Papers will be submitted to Turnitin. Make sure to give proper in-text citations and 

include a reference page at the end.  

• The paper should be written using Times New Roman, 12 points fonts, double-space. See 

the rubric below for further details.  

Submit your paper: Sunday, August 9th (midnight) 

 

Extra-credit assignments: 

Video/audio recording % 5 

Record a video/audio (2-5 min.) of yourself (on Zoom or on your phone) reflecting on a topic or 

the topics we have covered throughout the semester on a personal level. This assignment aims to 

provide you a platform where you can share your personal thoughts and assessment of the class 

with me, without the pressure of being graded and only I will have access to these videos. You 

will automatically receive credit, if you complete this assignment on time.   

. Some questions you might answer in this video include, but not limited to:  

• What was the most interesting thing you have learned in this class? 

• Are there any issues/concepts/theories that are still not clear?  

• Is there anything we have learned which made you question your own feelings/ 

knowledge/ opinion on the issue? 

• Are there any connections you draw between what we have learned and your personal 

life? 
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• Are there any songs/movies/books that are somehow related with the issues we discussed 

this week?  

• Any other issues you would like to share with me.   

Due date: Sunday, August 9th (midnight) 
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        Excellent        Proficient  Fair   Inadequate 

Thesis Thesis is debatable 
and clearly 
presented in the 
opening and 
concluding sections 
of the paper.  

Thesis is debatable 
and is evident in 
the argument, but 
is not clearly stated. 

Thesis is unclear, 
and it takes work 
for the reader to 
fish it out of the 
text. Or, thesis is 
self-evident and 
not debatable. 

There is no 
evident thesis. 

Organization 
& Writing 

Clear organization 
with a natural flow. 
Includes an 
introduction, 
transition 
sentences to 
connect major 
ideas, and 
conclusion. There 
are few or no 
grammar or spelling 
errors. Ideas and 
evidence are 
correctly cited. 

Clear organization, 
with introduction, 
transitions and 
conclusion, but 
writing is not 
always fluid. There 
are several 
grammar or spelling 
errors. Ideas and 
evidence are 
correctly cited. 

Organization is 
unclear or 
without necessary 
component parts. 
Significant 
grammar or 
spelling errors 
(but not both). 
Ideas and 
evidence are 
correctly cited. 

Little discernable 
organization. 
Significant 
grammar and 
spelling errors. 
Ideas and 
evidence are not 
correctly cited, or 
not cited at all. 
There is evidence 
of plagiarism.  

Use of 
evidence 

Each logical point is 
backed up by one 
or more examples. 
Evidence is strong 
and sufficient to 
advance the 
argument. Potential 
counterarguments 
are accounted for 
and addressed with 
evidence. 

Each logical point is 
backed up by one 
or more examples. 
Evidence advances 
the argument, but 
it may not be 
sufficient. Potential 
counterarguments 
are accounted for, 
but may not be 
sufficiently 
addressed with 
evidence. 

Several points of 
the argument are 
left without 
evidence. 
Evidence is 
insufficient. 

A few pieces of 
evidence are 
thrown in here or 
there, but not 
used to defend the 
main argument. 

Application of 
readings & 
concepts 

Demonstrates solid 
understanding of 
the major themes 
of the course, using 
readings and 
lectures to define 
concepts. 
Argument is placed 
within the broad 
discussions outlined 
in the course. 

Concepts are 
defined, but the 
author does not 
demonstrate a solid 
understanding of 
the major themes 
of the course 
relevant to the 
argument. 

Course readings 
are used. 
Concepts are left 
undefined, or 
poorly defined. 
Little broader 
framework is 
used. 

Paper mentions 
course readings, 
but there is little 
demonstration of 
how the paper 
relates to the 
course. 
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Grading Scheme 

Grade Percent 

A 97 – 100% 

A- 90 - <97% 

B+ 87 - <90% 

B 84 - <87% 

B- 80 - <84% 

C+ 77 - <80% 

C 74 - <77% 

C- 70 - <74% 

D 64 - <70% 

F <64% 

 

 

Course Policies 

Late Policy 

There will be no chance to make up for the quizzes, unless you have a legitimate excuse 

(doctor’s note). If you don’t complete the assignment by the due date, you will receive zero for 

the quiz. For the midterm exam and final paper, you will lose 5 points for each day.  

Online Privacy Policy 
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Please visit the following link for relevant information: 

https://www.blackboard.com/footer/privacy-policy.aspx 

Academic Integrity 

Binghamton University provides explicit guidelines in the Student Academic Honesty Code (see 

the University Bulletin - Academic Policies and Procedures for All Students). Unless specified 

otherwise in the syllabus, I expect the work you submit for grading to be yours and yours alone. 

Not acknowledging another's work with proper references, taking credit for someone else's work, 

letting your work appear in another student's paper, fabricating "results," or submitting the same 

material for multiple assignments are grounds for failing the assignment and/or the course.  

Disability-Related Equal Access Accommodations Statement (Distance-Learning) 

Students wishing to request academic accommodations to insure equitable access and 

participation in this course should contact Binghamton University’s Services for Students with 

Disabilities (SSD) office. Please visit the SSD website (www.binghamton.edu/ssd/) for contact 

information, Disability Documentation Guidelines, services, policies and procedures. 

Campus Help for Students 

University Tutoring Services  

UTS offers free tutoring for undergraduate students at Binghamton University. All UTS tutoring 

appointments must be scheduled online through the my.binghamton.edu portal.  Walk-in tutoring 

is also available for select courses. If you have any questions about UTS, call 607-777-9235, 

email uts@binghamton.edu, or visit the website: http://www.binghamton.edu/tutoring. 

ITS Helpdesk/ myCourses Support 

Walk-in: Located in the Computer Center first floor lobby.  

Call: 607-777-6420; E-mail: helpdesk@binghamton.edu. https://www.binghamton.edu/its/ 

Libraries 

https://www.blackboard.com/footer/privacy-policy.aspx
http://www.binghamton.edu:8080/exist/rest/bulletin/2010-2011/2_academic_policies_and_procedures_all_students/academicPoliciesAndProcedureAllStudents.xml?_xsl=../xsl/compose.xsl
http://www.binghamton.edu/ssd/
http://www.binghamton.edu/tutoring
mailto:helpdesk@binghamton.edu
https://www.binghamton.edu/its/
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The Libraries offer a wide variety and range of services including research assistance, 

instruction, user-friendly interfaces, digital preservation, digital scanners, and resource sharing. 

Text: 607-205-8173; Call: 607-777-2345; Email: refquest@binghamton.edu visit 
http://www.binghamton.edu/libraries  

Dean of Students 

If you are experiencing undue personal or academic stress at any time during the semester or 

need to talk with someone about a personal problem or situation, I encourage you to seek support 

as soon as possible. I am available to talk with you about stresses related to your work in my 

class. Additionally, I can assist you in reaching out to any one of a wide range of campus 

resources, including: 

1. Dean of Students Office: 607-777-2804 

2. Decker Student Health Services Center: 607-777-2221 

3. University Police: On campus emergency, 911 

4. University Counseling Center: 607-777-2772 

5. Interpersonal Violence Prevention: 607-777-3062 

6. Harpur Advising: 607-777-6305 

7. Office of International Student & Scholar Services: 607-777-2510 

University Counseling Center  

At some point during their college experience, students may encounter personal, social, or 

developmental issues that call for assistance beyond the advice provided by friends and family. 

That’s where the University Counseling Center (UCC) can help.  The UCC provides a variety of 

free and confidential counseling services delivered by professional counselors. All currently 

enrolled Binghamton University undergraduate students, graduate students and affiliated entities 

are eligible to receive these services free of charge.  Services and programs available through the 

center include individual and group counseling, consultation, referral, and psych-educational 

programs.  For more information or to make an appointment, visit 
https://www.binghamton.edu/counsel

mailto:refquest@binghamton.edu
http://www.binghamton.edu/libraries
https://www.binghamton.edu/counsel
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Reading list 

• Week 1- What is gender? What is migration? Who is a migrant?  

Scott, Joan Wallach. “Gender as a useful category of historical analysis.” In Culture, society and 

sexuality, pp. 77-97. Routledge, (2007). 

Lüthi, Barbara. “Migration and Migration History.” Version: 2.0, in: Docupedia-Zeitgeschichte, 

[online] 06.07.2018. http://docupedia.de/zg/Luethi_migration_v2_en_2018 

• Week 2- Gender & Sexuality at the Borders 

Luibhéid, Eithne. “Entry Denied: A History of U.S. Immigration Control” in Entry Denied: 

Controlling Sexuality at the Border. pp. 1-29. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 

(2002).  

Ticktin, Miriam. “Sexual Violence as the Language of Border Control: Where French Feminist 

and Anti-Immigrant Rhetoric Meet.” Signs, vol. 33, no. 4 (2008). 

Vogler, Stefan. “LGBTQ caravan migrants may have to ‘prove’ their gender or sexual identity at 

US border.” The Conversation. (November 30, 2018).  https://theconversation.com/lgbtq-caravan-

migrants-may-have-to-prove-their-gender-or-sexual-identity-at-us-border-107868 

• Week 3- Transnational migration- Transnational communities 

Fouron, Georges & Nina Glick Schiller. “All in the Family: Gender, Transnational Migration, 

and the Nation‐State.” Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power, Vol. 7, No. 4, pp. 539-

582. (2001). 

http://docupedia.de/zg/Luethi_migration_v2_en_2018
https://theconversation.com/lgbtq-caravan-migrants-may-have-to-prove-their-gender-or-sexual-identity-at-us-border-107868
https://theconversation.com/lgbtq-caravan-migrants-may-have-to-prove-their-gender-or-sexual-identity-at-us-border-107868
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Liu, Haiming, and Lianlian Lin. “Food, culinary identity, and transnational culture: Chinese 

restaurant business in Southern California.” Journal of Asian American Studies, 12, no. 2 (2009): 

135-162. 

Watch: How Chop Suey Saved San Francisco's Chinatown [Chinese Food: An All-American 

Cuisine, Pt. 1] | AJ+ (8 min.) https://youtu.be/DvXJoCiP6hM 

• Week 4- Migrant workers- Gendered work 

Ehrenreich, Barbara & A. Russell Hochschild (ed.), “Introduction” Global Woman. Nannies, 

Maids and Sex Workers in the New Economy, London 2003. 

Anderson, Bridget. “Just Another Job? Paying for Domestic Work,” Gender and Development, 

vol. 9, no. 1, 2001,  

Biao, Xiang. “Gender, Dowry and the Migration System of Indian Information Technology 

Professionals,” Indian Journal of Gender Studies, vol.12, no. (2-3), (2005).   

Watch: Ilo Ilo (2013), Anthony Chen, 99 min.  

Available here for free: https://www.asiancrush.com/video/026451v/ilo-ilo/ 

Also available on Amazon Video as rental.  

• Week 5- Migration & Citizenship 

Boatcă, Manuela, and Julia Roth. “Unequal and gendered: Notes on the coloniality of 

citizenship.” Current Sociology 64, no. 2 (2016): 191-212. 

Anderson, Bridget, “Mobilizing migrants, making citizens: migrant domestic workers as political 

agents,” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 33, no.1, (2010): 60-74.   

Nyers, Peter. “No one is illegal between city and nation” in Engin Isin & Greg M. Neilsen (eds) 

Acts of Citizenship, Zed Books: London & New York. (2008): 160-79.  

https://youtu.be/DvXJoCiP6hM
https://www.asiancrush.com/video/026451v/ilo-ilo/
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